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Reading, undoubtedly, is part of our daily life. We can see many people doing this activity everyday. Since it is a 
personal activity, someone may do it quietly in a room while others may do it in a public area like park, library or even on the 
transportation. Different people may have different definition of favorable reading place. 
Generally, people read mainly because of 2 reasons: study and leisure. However, refer to our society, is there any 
places for us to enjoy this reading activity? Everywhere in HK is crowded of people everyday. People even hardly find a 
place to stop in such a high speed city. Library, being a designed space for reading in the city, is always crowded in the 
public holidays. They cannot provide a wonderful, quiet place for reading. Parks, which is a good and relaxing place, 
however, is directly affected by the weather and becoming unreliable. 
Reading, as the most basic media to acquire knowledge and relax, seems to be a necessity in our lives. However, 
WHERE CAN WE READ in a crowded city like Hong Kong? Should we always hide ourself in a room to read in order to get 
a quiet environment? Can reading be connected with the activities in the surrounding? 
In my thesis project, I will conduct researches to know more about READING SPACE IN THE CITY. 
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01.3.1 Library Development Time-Line 
01.3.2 Precedent Studies 
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01 Theoretical Research 
01.1 Reading Research & Quotations 
REFERENCE READING 
Since READING itself is a vague wording, I would like to clearly define it by some reference readings. The followings are 
the reference books I have used. The Quotations are put in the CD-ROM. 
Building for Books ？ Traditions and Visions I Schweizerische Landesbibliothek; Susanne Bieri, Walther 
Fuchs I Basel; Boston: Birkhauser, [2001] 
2) A History of Building Types I Pevsner, Nikolaus, Sir/Princeton, NJ . : Princeton University Press, [1976] 
3) Psycholinguistics and reading I Smith Frank I New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, [1973] 
Building libraries for the 21st century: the shape of information / edited by T.D. Webb. I Jefferson, N.C. 
:McFarland. [2000] 
Eberswalde Library: Herzog & de Meuron I Gerhard Mack, Valeria Liebermann I London: Architectural 
Association. [2000] 
Public library buildings, 1975-19831 members of the editorial board, R.F. Atkins I London: Library Ser-
vices. [1987] 
7) Library buildings, 1984-19891 K.C. Harrison I London: Library Services, [1990] 
8) Libraries: new concepts in architecture & design I Meisei Shuppan I Tokyo, Japan: Meisei Publications, 
[1995] 
Michelangelo at San Lorenzo: the genius as entrepreneur / Wallace, William E. I New York: Cambridge 
University Press, [1994] 
10) Louis I. Kahn: the library at Phillips Exeter Academy / Wiggins, Glenn E. I New York : Van Nostrand 
Reinhold. [1997] 
11)創意空間• •文化•台灣 I 港台 f ® I香港電台制作部 
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01.1 Reading Research & Quotations 
Important Quotations 
Quotation 01 
..we might... try to make these new buildings humanely lopsided rather than coldly 
right-angled …for decorating a private abode would be more suited to a public place; they 
would offset the austerity of public spaces, making readers feel as if they were fish in 
water, slipping between books and the outside world. Each meeting area would be a 
place for exchanging information, opinions and possibly more. 









[Jewish philosopher Walter Benjamin thinks that read-
ing is like overlooking a city. On one hand, readers' mind 
can draw out from the physical environment and look at 
the surroundings with an undisturbed and broader eye-
view, which is the significance of reading. On the other 
hand, reading is also like looking at the appearance of a 
big city. Therefore, the more we read, the more we can 
understand and feel a Ci ty 's diversity.] 
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01 Theoretical Research 
01.2 Observations in Hong Kong 
When we are walking on the street, we can see a lot of people reading within the crowded city. We find that people will 
read wherever they can be stable no matter how disturbing is the surrounding. Someone may even read when they are 
walking on street. In Hong Kong, we can observe the followings. 
reading in shopping mall reading on transportation 
reading beside balustrate reading beside balustrate 
reading on road side reading on road side 
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01 Theoretical Research 
01.2 Observations in Hong Kong 
From the illustrations, we can see that people will read anywhere without any definite requirement. Then what should be 
my research base and how should I conduct the research? 
WHAT DO PEOPLE REALLY NEED FOR READING? 
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01 Theoretical Research 
01.3 Library Research 
01.3.1 Library Development Time-Line 
Since reading is a personal activity, everyone has his own interpretation of comfortable reading space. Due to.the 
subjectivity of this issue, its research base is not clear. It is very difficult to categorize and conclude the findings. So how 
can we conduct the research? In order to make the research valuable and useful, I try to conduct the research on some 
DESIGNED spaces for reading in the city fabric. Where are the DESIGNED spaces? Public Library should be the answer. 
Library, from ancient times till now, undergoes a lot of development. The way it changes and evolves can help us to 
understand the development of reading habit of human from time to time. Throughout the history, library underwent a lot of 
changes in the aspect of publicity, invention of printing technology, addition of book storage and new reading media, and 
the mode of reading, etc. I think all of these can help me to define reading and to understand the trend of reading develop-
ment. 
From the researches, I can briefly divide the Library Development into 5 periods. They all played important roles 
during the whole process. 
1) God & After-Life _ 1500 BC and before [ Period of Re-incamation � 
2) God & Church 一 1500 BC to 1200 AD [ Time of Christ � 
3) Church & University 一 1200 AD to 1500 AD [ Beginning of Renaissance � 
4) Open to Public _ 1500 AD to 1900 AD I Period of Enlightenment 1 
5) Information Era _ 1900 AD to Onwards [ Period of information ] 
Library Development Time-Line 
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01.3 Library Development Research 
01.3.1 Library Development Time-Line 
PERIOD 01 
GOD & AFTER LIFE _ 1500 BC and before 
Period of Re-incarnation 
The books and written words were closely related to the death and the God. Library was not necessary to be a 
building type. It could be a tomb for the death, coffin, or even on the wall of important buildings. The function was a 
repository of information and literature for re-incarnation and not for the ones who are still alive. 
Implication to READING 
Within this period, reading was not a meaningful matter for people because the words were not for the alive. The only 
one function of words was a repository of information, telling the re-alives the story of their pre-life. Therefore people did 
not pay any attention in designing any kind of reading space. Reading was totally ignored during this period. 
Library Development Time-Line 
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01.3 Library Development Research 
01.3.1 Library Development Time-Line 
PERIOD 02 
GOD & CHURCH -1500 BC to 1200 AD 
Time of Christ 
The content of books and written materials was changed. They were not only related to religious issues, but also 
something related to the society. Although the field of knowledge was broadened, the access of books was limited. 
Access was severely restricted to a privileged few. The admittance to knowledge was celebrated as a sacred ritual. 
Only the monks could read and reproduce books, papyrus or other reading materials. 
Implication to READING 
Within this period, reading environment was still not an important issue. Since only the monks could have chance 
to touch books, the number of users was relatively small. Reading could only happen in church. The monks stored and 
read books in the cathedral. The reading space was carrel. Carrel means a working niche or alcove in a library and in 
the Middle Ages such niches in the cloister of a monastery were for monk to read and write in. The best examples are 
the ones in Gloucester and St. Augustine s. 
Library Development Time-Line 
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PERIOD 03 
CHURCH & UNIVERSITY • 1200 AD to 1500 AD 
Beginning of Renaissance 
The 13th century, which was the beginning of Renaissance, was the century of the first gro叩 of universities. 
Universities were established during this time because with the growth of towns and commerce, secular learning left 
abbey and cathedral. More and more writings were performed. However, the access of books was still under privilege 
and highly limited to certain group of people in the society. Only the scholars and monks could access the books and 
writings. 
Implication to READING 
Although the access of books was still under privilege and limited to certain group of people, during Renaissance, 
the public dimension of knowledge began to increased. Due to the number of readers increased, places for reading 
became a matter. New types of reading module and facilities were developed. The reading space and storing space were 
incorporated together. 
1) Lectern System was made of a bookstand with an incline-plane. Books were put on the plane for people to read and 
the books were chained to the lectem. 
2) Stall System was made occasionally in 13丨"century. It was the adding of shelves, usually 2，above the lectem. Thus 
the spaces like alcoves were formed and so the system goes under the name stall system. 
3) Due to the invention of printing, the reproduction of reading materials were greatly increased. 
Library Development Time-Line 
1500BC 1200AD 1500AD 1900AD 2000AD 
Stall system lectem system in Biblioteca Laurenziana 
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01.3 Library Development Research 
01.3.1 Library Development Time-Line 
PERIOD 04 
OPEN TO PUBLIC • 1500 AD to 1900 AD 
Period of Enlightenment 
With the rise of Renaissance, the public dimension and humanity of knowledge were strongly emphasized. The 
knowledge and design of library were much more related to the scientific and human factors. Access of books was no 
longer restricted to scholars and monks. One of the most famous library design project is the Project of Modernity by 
Boulee. 
Implication to READING 
Due to the increase in public dimension and humanity of knowledge, the design of reading space, library, was 
greatly affected. Reading area was becoming an important element and usually located at the central core of library. 
The most typical example is the main reading room in the British Museum Library. The dramatic scale of the room 
highlighted the importance of the role of reading within library. 
Library Development Time-Line 
1500BC 1200AD 1500AD 1900AD 2000AD 
Project Of Modernity by Boulee British Museum Library main reading room 
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PERIOD 05 
INFORMATION ERA • 1900 AD to Onwards 
Period of information 
The nature of library is gradually changed from a storing machine of books to a multi-tasking social center of the 
society. Many different kinds of activities will happen in the future library. The large numbers of books call for new 
methods of storing and of transporting, of accessing and issue, goes without saying. Computers, which bring the major 
changes, were added to the library with many different kinds of reading materials. People go to library is more or less 
like shopping of information. 
Implication to READING 
Since the information storage is gradually reduced through the extended use of digital media, additional space is 
freed up for more social experiences to take place. There are also a lot of new reading media other than books. 
Therefore, different kinds of reading space will be provided: computer reading, AV reading, book reading and electronic 
reading. 
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01.3 Library Development Research 
01.3.2 Precedent Studies 
STUDY 01 
British Museum Library 
Reading Room 
1) The reading room is circular in shape. 
2) The function of the windows is to 
provide light into the reading room. 
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STUDY 02 
Exeter Library [ Louis I. Kahn 
General Info 
1) By Louis I. Kahn 
2) Located in New Hampshire, Philips Exeter Academy 
3) Built in 1967 to 1972 
Library of light 
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STUDY 02 
Exeter Library [ Louis I. Kahn ] 
Served and Servant Space Arrangement 
Servant Space 
1) Located at the four comers of the Concrete Dough-
nut. 
2) The servant space has its own separate structure. 
3) Being constructed of poured-in-place concrete. 
4) Mechanical shafts, stairs, toilet rooms, elevators 
and service rooms. 
Served Space 
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STUDY 02 
Exeter Library [ Louis I. Kahn 
Zoning Concept 
The Exeter Library is basically divided into 3 zones: 
1) Brick Doughnut (reading layer) 
-White, natural light from window, which has spirit 
connotation. 
2) Concrete Doughnut (book-storing layer) 
-No natural light is used in this zone to protect 
books. 
-Fluoresenttube is used. 
-Dramatizing the difference between warm and 
cool light of adjacent zone. 
3) Central Hall (invitation to books) 
-Reflected light from the clerestory and the X cross 
structure. 
m l r n j . r n l m ± r n l r n ± m l m 
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STUDY 02 
Exeter Library [ Louis I, Kahn 
Entrance Hail & Skylight 
Invitation to Books 
1) At the top of the hall are the clerestory windows. 
2) Little direct sunlight coming into the hall through the clere-
story windows. 
3) The incoming sunlight is blocked and filtered by an over-
sized X-shaped structure. 
4) This filtering creates an indirect, soft blue light for the 
central hall. 
17 
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Exeter Library [ Louis I. Kahn ] 
study Carrel 
Windows for Study Carrel 
1) The window is divided into 2 parts: a large piece of glass on the 
above and teak panels at the bottom. 
2) The large glass provides light to the mezzanine which is recessed 
approximately 17 feet from the glass. 
3) The teak panels contain 2 small openings. The openings are win-
dows which provide controlled light into the study carrel. 
Material 
1) The material for the lower part is teak panels. They are used because 
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Exeter Library [ Louis I. Kahn 
Types of Window 
Windows for different locations 
A) North Elevation 1/F 
-divided into 2 parts of completely visiion glass. 
B) Nort Elevation 1/F 
-divided into 2 parts with half glass and half teak. 
C) 1/F Windows 
-for reference area allowing more light to enter the interior 
withour creating excessive glare. 
D) 3/F Windows 
-used on the north elevation.- large glass panel to allow 
more light to enter the interior. 
A 
C 
1) It lies between an overgrown park and a motley collec-
tion of small-town architecture. 
2) It is a simple cube of concrete and glass panels has 
been tattooed from top to bottom with a pattern of im-
ages ？ like the body of Papuan. It stands as a mono-
lith amid the frayed urban fabric, like an object put on 
the ground without resolving the surrounding context. 
3) The most prominent feature of the building is the outer 
shell of the prefabricated concrete and glass panels. 
4) The panels present a picture plane, which at first ap-
pears diffuse, then becomes increasingly distinct, until 
finally it reveals individual motifs and images. Each 
panel shows a photographic image, and each image is 
repeated horizontally 66 times, like a static film reel. 
5) The panels encircle the building in 17 horizontal bands. 
The building is framed by the reiteration of one of the 
bands at its top and bottom. 
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Ebserwalde Library [ Herzog & de Meuron 
General Info 
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Ebserwalde Library [ Herzog & de Meuron 






This is largely related to the changes of reading media. As 
media continuously overwhelm us with images, our percep-
tion of information has been drastically modified. 
Information transfer shifts from visceral (with a notion of hid-
den meaning) to the visual. The process of interpretation has 
given way to more intuitive principles of perception (separa-
tion between visual signifier/medium and signified/message). 
Information was originally associated with meaning, mean-
ing becomes inversely negated through its excess as the 
signified becomes inversely negated through an increasing 
surplus ofsignifiers. As meaning is lost, the materiality of the 
image takes on an even more obsessive connotation where 
the signifier in isolation becomes ever more material in sen-
sory ways. The dissolution of the image from its referent predi-
cates that images are less and less viewed in their attach-
ment to iconographic themes but on the contrary according 
to their simulacral appearance. 
The concept to release the image from any deep meaning 
into a simulacral surface. 
Oscillating between symbolic icons and printed patterns de-
pending on the distance one chooses to take the images 
reintroduce a process of signification that had been lost in 
modernism. This figuration however is immediately abstracted 
again to become texture. In this way the image is reintro-
duced just to abandon its representational nature. 
Modernism 
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Ebserwalde Library [ Herzog & de Meuron 
Function of 丨mages 
1) This is largely related to the changes of reading me-
dia. As media continuously overwhelm us with images, 
our perception of information has been drastically 
modified. 
2) Information transfer shifts from visceral (with a notion 
of hidden meaning) to the visual. The process of in-
terpretation has given way to more intuitive principles 
of perception (separation between visual signifier/me-
dium and signified/message). 
3) Information was originally associated with meaning, 
meaning becomes inversely negated through its ex-
cess as the signified becomes inversely negated 
through an increasing surplus of signifiers. As mean-
ing is lost, the materiality of the image takes on an 
even more obsessive connotation where the signifier 
in isolation becomes ever more material in sensory 
ways. The dissolution of the image from its referent 
predicates that images are less and less viewed in 
their attachment to iconographic themes but on the 
contrary according to their simuiacral appearance. 
4) The concept to release the image from any deep 
meaning into a simuiacral surface. 
5) Oscillating between symbolic icons and printed pat-
terns depending on the distance one chooses to take 
the images reintroduce a process of signification that 
had been lost in modernism. This figuration however 
is immediately abstracted again to become texture. 
In this way the image is reintroduced just to abandon 
its representational nature. 
ay time 
evening time 
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Ebserwalde Library [ Herzog & de Meuron 
Images on Ebserwalde Library 
1) The choice of the images is not a random selection. 
Thomas Ruff proceeded from the principle that the 
library is a public building whose function is to store 
knowledge and make it accessible and in doing so 
to develop historical and social awareness. 
2) The extracts are chosen from a visual diary, made 
up of newspaper photographs related to the arts, 
history, politics and science. Most of the images 
were taken from a German magazine, Die Zeit, from 
1992-1993. 
History Science 
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Ebserwalde Library [ Herzog & de Meuron 
Repetition of images 
1) The ambivalence between abstract and figurative 
languages is further enhanced by the horizontal 
repetition of the images. 
2) The redundant reappearance of the same content 
signifies a process of emptying: a gradual dissolu-
tion of the signified. 
3) Quotation: 
[The more your look at the same exact thing, 
the more the meaning goes away, and the better 
and emptier you feel.] 
(Andy Warhol, Building for Books, Datascapes: Libraries as 
Information Landscapes, p. 420) 
4) Repetition does not enhance the significance but 
affects a draining of significance until its final 
dissolution. 
P< 
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Ebserwalde Library [ Herzog & de Meuron 
Repetition of Spatial Organization 
1) Each reading room is covered with nearly identical 
components framed in identical modules. 
2) Following a classical organization each reading 
table is sandwiched between tow bookshelves 
cultivating the material presence of the written text 
in space. In between the bookshelves are small 
window openings illuminating each of the reading 
tables spaced at regular intervals. 
ground floor plan 
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Seattle Public Library [ OMA - Rem Koolhaas 
General Info 
The moral goodness of the library is intimately connected to 
the value of the book: the library is its fortress and librarians are its 
guardians. As other media of information emerge and become plau-
sible, the library seems threatened, a fortress ready to be taken by 
potential enemies. The Electronic becomes idelntified with the Bar, 
baric. Its intangible ubiquity, its promiscuity and its uncontrollable 
accessibility seem to represent a loss of order, depth t r ^ i o n , 
civilization. In response, the language of the library has 
moralistic and defensive: its rhetoric proclaims simplicitly an(j ex-
plicitly a sense of superiority in mission, in social responsibilify, in 
value. - 'i 
Due to the—accelerated shrinkage of the Public D o m a i n , . 
by increasingly sophisticated and entertainingrform^ of ttie 
Private； The essence of the PiM6管翻; 
stands exposed as its most'outdated and rrforalistic at the 
moment that it has become the last repository of the free and 
the public. 
The primary concept of the Seattle library is the transformation of 
the library into a multitasking social center Koolhaas effectively 
merges the impact of new information technologies with the prolif-
eration of cultural event spaces. 
Etienne-Louis Boullee，Project for a Royal Library 1785 
Project of Modernity 
The complete faith in human reason and immutable 
qualities of humanity corresponds to the conception of the 
library as an independent entity in its architectural as well 
as in its conceptual expression. 
During the Enlightenment this municipal function of 
the library culminates in Boullee famous project for the 
reading room of the Bibliotheque du Roi, which as a stage 
for civic culture, refers explicitly in its presentation and in 
its intellectual content to Raphael School of Athens. 
The Internet has simultaneously shifted our percep-
tion of knowledge as well as our relationship to the physi-
cal territory. Information exchange is provided by a non-
hierarchical interactive network where the distinction be-
tween author and reader has become obliterated (as infor-
mation consumers can be publishers) and where the fron-
tiers between information, publicity, communication and 
commercial services have been dissolved. Cultural sub-
jects are increasingly permeated by commercial services 
causing a progressive relativization and commodification 
of knowledge. 
The World Wide Web increasingly controlled by com-
mercial enterprises constitutes a holistic environment for 
the user where information is merged with entertainment 
and where the transposition of image, sound and text as-
similate data into a comprehensive experience. The user 
becomes immersed in a virtual world of predigested data, 
which, presented as a ready-made product of seduction, 
denies any possibility for critical reflection or subjective 
interpretation. Knowledge in this regard has become the 
prime commodity of a new experience economy, capitaliz-
ing on the overlapping forces of culture and commerce. 
As the production of information is increasingly 
contingent on multinational capital, libraries are funda-
mentally linked to the effects of internationalized 
investment, production and consumption. In order to 
mediating both cultural and economic interests, the 
library has to manifest the convergence between 
economic structure and cultural project. 
Suitural + Commerce 
3 3 • 
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Seattle Public Library [ OMA - Rem Koolhaas 
Background: Culture vs. Commerce 
1 
I 
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Seattle Public Library [ OMA - Rem Koolhaas 
Basic Strategy & Basic Concept 
Basic Strategy on Culture vs. Commerce 
1) Positioning the Seattle library conceptually between 
the commercial network of international corporations 
and the public demands of the city, the building is con-
ceived as an urban hybrid in an attempt to mediate 
both realities: the local context of the city and the dis-
located network of international corporations. 
2) One building type that effectively consolidated public 
into private interests as well as urban into architec-
tural scale is the shopping mall more recently trans-
formed into an urban entertainment center through the 
diversification of its commercial programs incorporat-
ing also cultural events. Taking the shopping center 
as the paradigmatic building type of the privatized city 
he adapts its strategic organization as well as its dis-
tinguished atmospheric qualities to the library. 
3) The library does not pronounce overt contextual am-
bitions in the classical sense. Similar to the typology 
of a shopping mall it forms a self-sufficient entity dis-
connected from its immediate surrounding. 
4) Koolhaas try to collapse the production of knowledge 
and commodity culture programmatically. 
Basic Concepts of SPL 
1) To redefine/ reinvent the library as an institution no 
longer exclusively dedicated to the book, but as an 
information store, where all media ？ new and old D 
are presented under a regime of new equalities. In an 
age where information can be accessed anywhere, it 
is the simultaneity of all media and the professional-
ism of their presentation and interaction, that makes 
the library new. 
2) To create a building concept that combines spatial 
excitement in the real world with diagrammatic clarity 
in virtual space. Technology is not a threat, but it en-
ables the realization of ancient ambitions ？ totality, 
completeness, dissemination and accessibility. 
Mm//wwwsfusow 
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Seattle Public Library [〇MA - Rem Koolhaas 
Conceptual Study 
Flexibility 
In practice, it means that bookshelves, which at the 
first define generous reading areas, sooner or later ex-
pand to encroach on public space. Ultimately, in this form 
of flexibility, the library strangles its own attractions. A more 
plausible strategy divides the building into spatial compart-
ments, dedicated to and equipped for specific duties. Flex-
ibility can exist within each section, but not at the expense 
of any of the other compartments. 
In this sense, even the bookshelves continuously 
increases due to the large number of collections, there is 
no disturbance made to the reading or other activities ar-
eas. 
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STUDY 04 
Seattle Public Library [ OMA - Rem Koolhaas 
Conceptual Study 
Compression 
The fact that the contents of a simple library can be 
store on a single chip, or the fact that a single library can 
now store the digital content of all libraries, together repre-
sent potential re-thinking: other forms of storage enable 
the containment of the space dedicated to real books o 
the other forms of reading enhance the aura of the real 
books. 
As information storage is gradually reduced through 
the extended use of digital media, additional space is freed 
up for more social experiences to take place. 
In this sense the library is conceived as a seamless 
environment providing smooth transitions from virtual forms 
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Conceptual Study 
Platforms 
1) Combing and consolidation of the apparently ungov-
ernable proliferation of program and medium. By com-
bining like with like, 5 platforms, which are each dedi-
cated to a specific cluster, are identified. Each plat-
form is a programmatic entity that is architecturally 
defined and equipped for maximum, dedicated per-
formance. Because each platform is designed for a 
different purpose, they are all different in size, den-
sity, and opacity. 
2) The spaces in-between are like trading floors where 
librarians inform and stimulate, where the interface 
between the different platforms is organized ？ spaces 
for work, interaction, play and reading. 
3) Modifying the superposition of floors in the typical 
American high-rise, a building emerges that is at the 
same time sensitive (the slopes will admit unusual 
quantities of daylight where desirable), contextual 
(each side can react differently to specific urban con-
ditions), iconic. Its angular facets form, with the fold 
of Frank 0. Gehry Experience Music Project, a plau-
sible bracketing of Seattle new modernity. 
Platforms are not stacked vertically, the positions 
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Seattle Public Library [〇MA - Rem Koolhaas 
Conceptual Study 
New Equalities 
Books have to share attention with other media of 
potent performance and attraction. The library itself needs 
to transform into an information storehouse and aggres-
sively orchestrates the coexistence ？ under a regime of 
new equalities ？ of all available technologies and all avail-
able devices to collect, condense, distribute, read and ma-
nipulate information. 
In this way the ambition of Koolhaas is to radically 
transform the library from an institution exclusively dedi-
cated to the book into a space of contestation of different 
media 
WORLD WIDE WEB 
MAGAZINES 
LP RECORD 
PHOTOCOPY - — — 
AUDMCASSE 
CINEMA 
C D ROM 
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STUDY 04 
Seattle Public Library [ OMA - Rem Koolhaas 
Conceptual Study 
Social Role 
The library has been transformed form a space to 
read into a social center with multiple responsibilities. 
YOUNG ADULTS SERVICES 
INFORMATION DESK 
RAKY WAR SERVICE PROGRAM -
CHILDREN'S COLLECTION 
EXPANDED CONCEPTION OF SERVICE 
HOOERN UBRARY IDEA* ” 、 “ . 、 - … 
SPECIALIZATION 
INCREASED COMMUNITY PROMINENCE 
A D U L T E D U C A T I O N -
WWMCtfnaKtYKIt 
TRAINING THE DISADVANTAGED 
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01.3.3 HK Library Studies 
Other than studying foreign examples, I also try to observe and study the libraries in HK. Libraries in HK actually can be 
briefly divided into 3 types: SMALL LIBRARY, DISTRICT UBRARY, CENTRAL UBRARY. The followings are the ones I 
have chosen for study. 
1) Asian Art Archive (Small Library - Theme Library) 
2) Tsuen Wan Public Library (District Library) 
3) Tuen Mun Public Library (District Library) 
4) Shatin Public Library (District Library) 
5) The Central Library (Central Library) 
HK STUDY 01 
Asian Art Archive [ Small Library - Theme Library ] 
1) Relax environment 
2) Not crowded, because the target group is small number 
3) Put emphasis on reading area, special furniture 
reading computer book stack 
reading 
- ‘ . … t J U 
reading reading 
readmg + book stack 
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01.3 Library Development Research 
01.3.3 HK Library Studies 
HKSTUDY 02 
Tsuen Wan Public Library [ District Library 
1) Corridor like reading space 
2) Congested reading room 
3) Windows are not corresponding to the interior activities 
children library book stack 
關 
newspaper & periodicals reading newspaper &^riodicals reading 
adult library reading corridor like reading area 
01 Theoretical Research 
01.3 Library Development Research 
01.3.3 HK Library Studies 
HK STUDY 03 
Tuen Mun Public Library [ District Library 
1) Corridor like reading area 
2) Congested reading room, especailly in the children library 
3) Position of winodws is helpful for reading 
4) coffee corner is provided 
P r r r r 
coffee corner 
f W ^ 
activity other than reading adult use cWlSiirriibrary 
corridor -like reading children read on floor 
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corridor-like reading 
01 Theoretical Research 
01.3 Library Development Research 
01.3.3 HK Library Studies 
HK STUDY 04 
Shatin Public Library [ District Library 
1) Corridor like reading area 
2) Children library is spacious 
3) Position of winodws is helpful for reading and provide wonderful view 
4) coffee corner is provided 
她 
01 Theoretical Research 
01.3 Library Development Research 
01.3.3 HK Library Studies 
HKSTUDY 05 
Central Library [ City-scale Library: 
1) Reading area is spacious because of the huge size of building 
2) Children library is spacious and various of activity areas 
3) Position of winodws is helpful for reading and provide wonderful view 
4) coffee corner is provided 
5) Emphasis has been put on the open space/ garden design 
garden children library 
newspaper & periodicals reading 




computer service computer service 
childme library book stack 
reference reading 
map library 
01 Theoretical Research 
01.3 Library Development Research 
01.3.3 HK Library Studies 
There are common characteristics within the 5 case studies. 
1) Corridor-like reading space. It is not favorable for reading. 
2) Congested reading area. Reading needs a high degree of privacy but this kind of space cannot be provided in the 
library. 
3) Library is totally cut out from the surrounding and there is no relationship between interior and exterior. No city life can 
be experience within the library. Reading is completely separated from the city. 
4) All the libraries are located away from the pedestrian network. That means people need to go to library intentionally for 
books, instead of walking past it in their daily life. 
5) There are many restrictions set up in the library. ®⑩ 
page 39 
Reading Research & Quotations 
Observations in Hong Kong 
Library Research 
01.3.1 Library Development Time-Line 
01.3.2 Precedent Studies 
01.3.3 HK Library Studies 
Popular Reading Space 





 • • 






01 Theoretical Research 
01.4 Popular Reading Space 
POPULAR READING SPACE 01 
Bookstore 
other than library, bookshop in HK is a place where people go there soley for books. People go there intentionally to 
read books even the environment is not desirable for reading. However, the reading ambience is good on the contrary 
because once you enter the bookstore, you will be completely surrounded by stacks of books, just like in the library. In a 
nutshell, people go to bookshops to read is mainly because of their software - BOOKS. 
01 > Furniture 
-Book stacks are the main furniture 
-Some bookshop may provide sitting for customers 
-People stand beside the bookshelves to read books 
02> Lighting 
• Completely artificial lighting is used 
-The light is yellow in colour and makes people quite relax (write light always make people alert). 
03> Sound 
-Sound of people talking on phone and chatting 
-Sound of flipping books 
“Even it is a kind of shopping activity but there is not much disturbing noise. I think it is because reading is actually a 
very private and calm activity 
04> Outside Relationship 
-There is no connection to outside to the city 
05> Controlled Environment 
- I t is artificially lit and mechanically ventilated. 
06> Reading Materials 
-The books and magazines are on sale. Not all of them, but most of them can be flip and read even you are not going 
to buy them. 
-There is a great difference between the book collection in bookshop and library. The ones provided in library are not 
as update as the ones in bookshop. Moreover, library cannot provide ail the subjects of books, just like the design 
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01 Theoretical Research 
01.4 Popular Reading Space 
POPULAR READING SPACE 02 
Comic Cafe 
This is a new trend of consuming activity at HK within these couple of years. People would like to pay small amount of 
money to a place, where provides food, drinks, computer and specific type of books like comics, to enjoy their reading 
experience. The place is full of a relaxing ambience with some nice furniture. However, they are usually small in area. 
01> Furniture 
-Fabric sofa is used 
-Wooden bookshelves also serves as partitions for reading carrels 
-Materials for decoration are usually related to nature, e.g. skin of bamboo as wallpaper 
-Computers are provided 
02> Lighting 
-Completely artificial lighting is used 
-The light is yellow in color and make people quite relax (write light always make people alert) 
03> Sound 
-Sound of people chatting 
-Sound of flipping books 
-Sound of music, people will play mp3 songs with computers 
04> Outside Relationship 
-There is no connection to outside to the city 
05> Controlled Environment 
- I t is artificially lit and mechanically ventilated 
06> Reading Materials 
-This is one of the attractions of this type of reading place. 
-The library will not provide these collections. 
07> Special Spatial Quality 
• High level of privacy because cubical reading space is provided 
-People enjoy themselves in a such small space 
01 Theoretical Research 
01.4 Popular Reading Space 
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01.4 Popular Reading Space 
POPULAR READING SPACE 03 
Cafe 
Cafe is one of the places in HK where many people like to go there having a drink and spend their time for reading. The 
following are some of my observations about the ambience of reading in the cafe. 
01> Furniture 
-Comfortable fabric sofa is used 
-Small wooden coffee table is used 
02> Lighting 
-Lighting system is mainly depending on artificial lighting. The interior is relatively dim. 
-Daylight is not used. The light is target light to a specific location. 
03> Food & Drinks 
-Food and drinks are provided to customers 
-The environment is filled with smell of cake, pies and coffee 
04> Sound 
-People can freely talk and chat in the cafe 
-Music is sometimes provided 
05> Outside Relationship 
-There is a close relationship between the interior and exterior 
-There is a big window between the interior and the street. There is visual connection between the people inside and 
people on the street. 
06> Controlled Environment 
-The interior is mechanically ventilated and artificially lit 
- I t is not affected by the weather. On the contrary, if it is raining, the cafe will be crowed of people 
07> Reading Materials 
-Current magazine and newspaper are provided 
01 Theoretical Research 
01.4 Popular Reading Space 
POPULAR READING SPACE 03 
Cafe 
Illustrations 
01 Theoretical Research 
01.4 Popular Reading Space 
POPULAR READING SPACE 04 
Park 
Park is a place where the people in HK always go on weekends. It is because parks can provide a relatively peaceful 
environment compared with the stressful life. This is also a place for people to spend their time for reading. 
01> Furniture 
-Wooden benches are largely provided in amount 
-Different types of bench 
-People like to sit on their own 
02> Lighting 
-Daylight is used. Sufficient light for reading 
-Due to over exposure to daylight, someone may want to escape from the direct daylight. Shading by tree or pavilion 
is provided. Most of the structure is in wood. 
03> Sound 
-Sound of people talking and chatting in the park 
-Sound of birds 
• Sound of cars, which run on the sides of the park. There is always a green area as a buffer zone for the nearby traffic 
to the park 
04> Outside Relationship 
-The environment within the park is completely different from outside. It gives a sense of stay, relax and stable 
05> UN-Controlled Environment 
-I t is an outdoor area. It will be directly affected by the weather and outside activities. 
- I t is not a very reliable reading place 
06> Reading Materials 
-Nothing is provided in the park for people to read. 
-People go there to read solely because of the nice and peaceful environment 
h 
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02 Thesis Design Studies 
02.1 Design Intention 
Approach of Thesis 
In my thesis project, I would like to design a space for reading. However, it is not valuable to develop a place solely 
for reading because reading is a neutral activity and people can do it anywhere they want, even they are standing or 
walking. There is nothing as guideline for me to develop such a neutral space. In this sense, library, being a designed 
space for people to read, is much more make sense to me. It is an existing building type. People get used to its function 
and nature. Moreover, it is a combination of place for storing information and reading. People can find their needs and 
enjoy them in one entity. Therefore, a nice, attractive reading space is needed in the library. 
Unfortunately, in Hong Kong the situation is not the case. From the research, Instead of being a wonderful, nice 
space, the libraries are mainly served as a storing machine of information and books. Reading space, on the contrary, 
seems to be some leftover space other than the book stacks. The attractions are the convenient location, the large 
collections of books and the provision of free computer services (according to the information from Opinion Survey on 
the HK Public Library Services (2001)). We can see that the environment of library is not a major attractor of libraries 
(only 1.8% of interviewee). This implies the existing library cannot provide an comfortable environment for the users. 
However, is large storage of information the destination of library development? I think there should be something wrong 
with the reading space. 
As a result, my thesis design will be focusing on the conceptual design of reading space in library. Instead of going 
deeply into the complicated management issues, the library design will be a vehicle for me to test my interpretation of 
favorable reading space. 
Design Intention 
1) Developing an urban strategy for the reading institution - Library 
a. Public and Private relationship 
b. Inside-outside relationship 
c. Connection with the pedestrian network 
2) Developing a new concept of reading 
a. Its relationship with the city life 
b. Public and Private reading 
c. Quality & material of space 
3) Finding out what is missing in the existing library programs 
a. Extract reading concepts from the observations 
b. Adding new elements, which are favorable for reading, to the existing program list 
4) Developing furniture concept for various kinds of reading 
a. Book reading 
b. Computer reading 
c. AV reading 
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02.2 Site Conditions 
Existing Site Plan 
Characteristics of the site 
1) The rate of pedestrian flow is very high because it is located next to the people generator, Tsuen Wan MTR Station. It 
is more or less like an island site facing a vehicle highway bridge. It is a node on the path from MTR station to other 
parts of Tsuen Wan. 
2) The site is surrounded by heavy traffic road (blue lines). The only way to pass through this area is by footbridge. 





TSUEN WAN MTR STATION 
TSUEN WAN STATION MULTI-
3. TSUEN WAN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
4. TSUEN WAN GOVERNMENT 
OFFICE COMPLEX 
5. SAM TUNG UK： MUSEUM 
6. WAI TSUEN INDOOR RECRE-
ATION CENTER 
7. SHING MUN VALLEY SWIM-
MING COMPLEX 
8. TSUEN WAN LAW COURTS 
BUILDINGS 
9. TSUEN WAN TOWN HALL 
..TSUEN WAN TRANSPORT 
四 航 • C O 薩 
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02 Thesis Design Studies 
02.2 Site Conditions 
Existing Site Section 
Characteristics of the site 
1) Since the bridges are the only ways to pass the site, most of the pedestrians are on the bridge level. This makes 
ground floor become a desert of people. 
2) There is a garden within the site. However, due to the level different between the pedestrian level and the garden level, 
there is very few people use the garden. It becomes under-utilized. 
3) The garden has no relationship with the existing podium, which with a resdential tower on top. They just attach to each 
other in a neutral way. 
Existing Site Conditions - Tsuen Wan 
•pedestrian zone 
bookstore 
S I ^ 
restaurant 
7-11, food stall, bank 
CLP customer services 
grarden zone 
buffer zone 
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02.2 Site Conditions 
Existing Site Illustrations 
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02.3 Design Proposal 
02.3.1 Programmatic Studies 
From my previous theoretical research, I think there are some elements, which are favorable for reading, can be added to 
the typical program of existing library design. 
1) Garden Space 
It is because people really enjoy to reading under trees and in a peaceful natural environment. 
2) Cafe 
It is because instead of sitting in a place full of restrictions, caf? can provide a more relaxing environment with drinks 
and snacks. People like to read with some little refreshment. 
3) Gallery Space 
It is because library is no longer a storing machine for books and solely for people to read. K is now transforming to a 
multi-tasking social center where a lot of social functions can be held. Exhibition is one of the most common public 
activities. 
4) Plaza Space 
That means additions of public space or interaction area in and out of the library. 
02 Thesis Design Studies 
02.3 Design Proposal 
02.3.1 Programmatic Studies 
EXISTING LIBRARY PROGRAMS NEW LIBRARY PROGRAMS NEW PROGRAM COMBINATION 
Admin Office 
. . . • ’ • -- - .- r •-T' - . » , .. • . 







jSyT? -r •； 
02 Thesis Design Studies 
02.1 Design Intention 
02.2 Site Conditions 
02.3 Design Proposal 
02.3.1 Programmatic Studies 
02.3.2 Conceptual Studies 
02.3.3 Building Studies 
02.3.4 Furniture Concept 
02 Thesis Design Studies 
02.3 Design Proposal 
02.3.2 Conceptual Studies 
Perspective Views 
02 Thesis Design Studies 
02.3 Design Proposal 
02.3.2 Conceptual Studies 
CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAM 01 
Unifying Whole Space 
Use a simple gesture to connect the 
interior and exterior, breaking the 
boundary. 
CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAM 02 
Banding Spatial Arrangement 
Try go give order to this simple but 
strong building gesture. 
The banding corresponds to the hi-
erarchy of spatial arrangement, from 
pulbic to private. 
02 Thesis Design Studies 
02.3 Design Proposal 
02.3.2 Conceptual Studies 
CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAM 03 
Insertion of [ LIT ] Spaces 
CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAM 04 
Plug-in of Gardens 
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02.3 Design Proposal 
02.3.2 Conceptual Studies 
CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAM 05 
Central Axis: Circulation Spine 
Bridge Level 
CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAM 06 
Central Axis: Circulation Spine 
Ground Level 
CONCEPTUAL PERSPECTIVE 02 
Central Axis: Circulation Spine 
Ground Level 
i i i j 
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02.3 Design Proposal 
02.3.2 Conceptual Studies 
CONCEPTUAL PERSPECTIVE 01 
Unifying Whole Space 
Bridge Level 
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BUILDING PLANS 
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02 Thesis Design Studies 
02.3 Design Proposal 
02.3.2 Conceptual Studies 
Site Section Comparison: proposed vs. existing 
1) The positions of the garden and the building are inter-changed. This can help to more clearly define the garden space for pedes-
trians and keep it away from the disturbance fromtthe vehicle highway bridge. 
2) The garden is now raised-up to the same level as the bridges. The advantage is to ease the access of the garden by eliminating 
the level difference. Moreover, when people pass through the site, they no longer pass through narrow corridors attached to the 
podium, but a green, spacious plaza. 
3) The building form helps to smooth the flowing of spaces from exterior to interior. This can also help to break the boundary of the 
building. 
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existing site section 
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ISOMETRIC VIEW 01 
Roof Level 
ISOMETRIC VIEW 02 
Study Room Level 
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Bridge Level 
ISOMETRIC VIEW 04 
Ground Level 
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0 2 . 3 Design Proposal 
02.3.4 Furniture Concept 
FURNITURE CONCEPT 01 
Prototype Basic Unit 
02 Thesis Design Studies 
0 2 . 3 Design Proposal 
02.3.4 Furniture Concept 
FURNITURE CONCEPT 02 
Variation A Computer Booth 
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Variation B AV Booth 
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FURNITURE CONCEPT H 
Variation C Reading Booth 
Model Photo 
CD-ROM 
-Quotations from Reference Reading 
-Power-point Presentation 
03 Presentation Mode 
1 2 ^ 3 . o o 
03 Presentation M o d e l 
03.1 Model Photo 
FINAL MODEL 
Overview of Building 
side view top view 
overview view overview view 
reading room plaza 
03 Presentation M o d e l 
03.1 Model Photo 
FINAL MODEL 
Interior View of Building 
newspaper & periodical area (entrance hail) 
corridor beside grand stair 
looking out to garden 
skylight and curved wall washed by sunlight 
I ' ^ M M ^ M 
mrnMmm 
study room filled with diffuse sunlight view of study room from entrance hall 
03 Presentation M o d e l 
03.1 Model Photo 
FINAL MODEL 
Plaza 
space between buiding and bridge row of trees in front of building 
SW elevation escalator in front of g/f entrance 
facade facing garden entrance 
03 Presentation M o d e l 
03.1 Model Photo 
FINAL MODEL 
Plaza 
view of rooftop 
looking from roof to garden looking from roof to garden 
• s i W l 
cafe bar (orange box) cafe bar under plasma 
bamboo grow from g/f 
garden view 
garden along main passage 
03 Presentation M o d e l 




main passage through plaza 
main passage through plaza 
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03 Presentation Model 
03.1 Model Photo 
FINAL MODEL 
Plaza 
space under tree small garden 
plaza axis to building 
connections with MTR station connections with MTR station 
03 Presentation Mode 
03.] Model Photo 
03.2 CD-ROM 
-Quotations from Reference Reading 
-Power-point Presentation 
03 Presentation Model 
03.2 CD-ROM 
Content in the following CD-ROM 
1) Quotations from Reference Reading 
2) Power-point Presentation 
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